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Wisconsin Lions                                             

Birch-Sturm Fellowship 
4ÈÅ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÈÏ ÅØÅÍÐÌÉÆÙ 
ÕÎÄÙÉÎÇ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ,ÉÏÎÉÓÍȢ 4ÈÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ  

7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ Ô×Ï )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ - &ÒÁÎË 6Ȣ "ÉÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ #ÌÁÒÅÎÃÅ ,Ȣ 3ÔÕÒÍ 

Frank V.                                            

Birch 

Clarence L. 

Sturm 

 

ρωςτ   *ÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÉÌ×ÁÕËÅÅ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 
,ÉÏÎÓ #ÌÕÂ 

ρωςω-σπ   $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ 

ρωσρ   %ÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ         
"ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ 

ρωστ   %ÌÅÃÔÅÄ 4ÈÉÒÄ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

ρωσχ-σψ   0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ,ÉÏÎÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
 

ρωςω   *ÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÁÎÁ×Á                     
,ÉÏÎÓ #ÌÕÂ 

ρωτρ-τς   $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ 

ρωτψ   %ÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ          
"ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ 

ρωυφ   %ÌÅÃÔÅÄ 4ÈÉÒÄ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

ρωυω-φπ   0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ,ÉÏÎÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

4ÈÅ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓȟ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÓ                          
ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ,ÉÏÎÉÓÍȢ 

)Î ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ &ÅÌÌÏ×ȟ Á ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȟ ÃÌÕÂ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÍÕÓÔ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ Αρȟπππ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ                               
7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ,ÉÏÎÓ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ &ÕÎÄȟ )ÎÃȢ 

The Birch-Sturm Fellow will receive: 

Ɇ,ÁÐÅÌ ÐÉÎ Ɇ0ÌÁÑÕÅ Ɇ0ÁÔÃÈ  

Ɇ.ÁÍÅ ÉÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 0ÌÁÑÕÅȟ ÈÏÎÏÒÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ- ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ                                                   
7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ,ÉÏÎÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ /ÆПÉÃÅȢ 

Multi-Level Fellowships 

/ÎÃÅ Á ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ Á×ÁÒÄȟ -ÕÌÔÉ-,ÅÖÅÌ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ Αρȟπππ                               
ÉÎÃÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ &ÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ Αρȟπππȟ Á ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÄÉÁÍÏÎÄ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÁÐÅÌ ÐÉÎ ÁÎÄ 

Á ÓÔÁÒ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 0ÌÁÑÕÅȢ 

Monies Are Used For 

!ÌÌ ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÉÒÃÈ-3ÔÕÒÍ                                    
-ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ &ÕÎÄȢ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ,ÉÏÎÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

A Special Note 

4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÖÅ Á ÃÌÕÂȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ $ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ                                                       
7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ,ÉÏÎÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȟ )ÎÃȢ 
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   Presidential Message  
               Gary L Colton, President 

 

 

 

 

 It is my privilege, as President of the Birch -Sturm Memorial Fund (BSMF), to update the  

Lions of Wisconsin on the movement of the Fund over this past year.  We have come a long 

way from our Incorporation date of April 26, 2011. I would like to thank my predecessors, 

Lions Eric Ender and Glen Moegenburg, for their leadership. Also, I would like to thank all 

the members of the Board that I had the pleasure to work with over the past three years.   

 

        The Birch-Sturm Memorial Fund Board has completed its set of policies this past year 

that will help serve future boards. We have created a Pledge Agreement that provides 

guidelines for donors who wish to pay the $1,000 for a Birch -Sturm in installments.  

        

        After continuing discussion regarding how we can be more visible to the Lions and              

Lioness, the Board voted to have a table top display created to take to all Conventions and 

to have a website created for the BSMF, as well. Both were accomplished and the display 

board has been at those District Conventions that were held in 2015 and the website for the 

BSMF is birchsturm.org. I would like to thank Cecily Filtz, Public Relations Manager of the 

WLF, for all her help and hard work on the creation of the table top display and website.  

 

         The BSMF main source of funding is the purchase of a Birch -Sturm Fellowship. There 

were 97 Fellowships awarded this last calendar year. The Birch -Sturm Fellowship is one way 

for clubs to honor anyone, living or deceased, who has displayed dedication and                         

commitment to the Lions motto òWe Serveó. As of February 28, 2015, the market value of the 

fund was $4,674,732.16 and the Board is always looking at ways for potential growth of the 

fund while staying with our investment goal of preserving the real value of the fundõs capital 

while achieving an income stream from it.  

 

         I believe that the Birch -Sturm Memorial Fund will continue to be a valuable asset to the 

Lions of Wisconsin in helping to preserve our long range plan of giving those children with 

disabilities a camping experience that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.    
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Financials  
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Independent Auditorôs Report 
 

Board of Directors 

Wisconsin Lions Birch Sturm Memorial Fund, Inc. 

Rosholt, Wisconsin 

 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Wisconsin Lions Birch-Sturm Memorial Fund, Inc. 

(Organization), which comprise the statements of financial position as of December 31, 2014 and 2013, and the related 

statements of activities and cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes to the financial statements. 

 

Managementôs Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with    

accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and 

maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from 

material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 

Auditorôs Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits. We conducted our audits in 

accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Those standards require that we 

plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material 

misstatement. 

 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 

statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditorôs judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material 

misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 

considers internal control relevant to the entityôs preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to 

design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 

effectiveness of the entityôs internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating 

the appropriateness of accounting principles used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 

management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our  audit                     

opinion. 

 

Opinion 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of 

Wisconsin Lions Birch-Sturm Memorial Fund, Inc. as of December 31, 2014 and 2013, and the changes in its net assets 

and its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 

States of America. 

 

KerberRose SC 

Certified Public Accountants 
February 23, 2015 
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